
Internationale relationer: 
 
 
NOLF 
 
Nordisk OtoLaryngologisk Forening (NOLF, Nordic Association of 
Otolaryngology, NOF) 
 
Der blev i juni 2008 i Trondhjem afholdt møde i Nordisk Forening for 
Otorhinolaryngologi-hoved og halskirurgi. I perioden fra 18.-20.august 
2011 skal XXXI kongres afholdes i Helsinki med professor Anna Pitkäranta 
som præsident (kongressprog: engelsk). Næste Nordic Board 
planlægningsmøde er 7. maj. I 2014 skal mødet, som er et 100 års 
jubilæum, afholdes i Danmark.  
Som tidligere er vi i bestyrelsen er noget skeptiske overfor disse nordiske 
møder, og derfor er det et ønske fra den nuværende bestyrelse, at dette 
forhold diskuteres på årets generalforsamling for at lodde den generelle 
stemning. 
 
 
 
EUFOS 
Report of the General Assembly of the EAORL-HNS 

 
During the 1st Meeting of the EAORL-HNS in collaboration with EUFOS, 
which took place from June 27 – 30, 2009 in Mannheim, Germany, a 
number of administrative meetings took place, among them the General 
Assembly of the EAORL-HNS on Saturday, June 27, 2009.  
Presidential Welcome  
After Klaus Jahnke has welcomed the numerous participants, he adds that 
in order to strengthen and improve communication in the society, it is 
important to send updates on their societies’ board members to the EA 
secretariat in Vienna.  
After the Minutes of the General Assembly of the European Academy of 
ORL-HNS, July 1, 2007 in Vienna, Austria have been approved, Klaus 
Jahnke continues his Report of the President.  
On the topic of the Confederation (Merger with EUFOS), he describes in 
detail how both the EAORL-HNS and EUFOS General Assemblies voted to 
start the merging process during the 6th EUFOS Congress in Vienna in 
2007. Afterwards, Jan Olofsson and he stayed in Vienna one day longer to 
set benchmarks. The General Secretaries and Treasurers of both societies, 
as well Reidar Grenman and Dick Maw continued the work, which was 
then taken to Brussels. He believes the result to be a good one, adding 
that fine-tuning may be necessary.  
He then asks for a vote on the decision to merge, which is unanimous, 
which he comments by saying that “this will strengthen our specialty in 
Europe”.  
General Secretary Marc Remacle then presents two logos for the 
Confederation; the majority of those present votes for logo design #1. Jan 
Olofsson states that he will present his logo design to the EUFOS General 



Assembly the next day. That way, one proposal of the EA and one from 
EUFOS will be voted for at the Confederation GA on Monday, June 29, 
2009.  
Continuing his report, Klaus Jahnke tells participants that all member 
societies were asked if they had alternative candidates for the Executive 
Committee. Only one proposal was received, he continues, namely Karl 
Hörmann as candidate for the Presidency, a candidature that Karl 
Hörmann has declined.  
The EC thus very clearly and unanimously proposes Reidar Grenman as 
new President of the EAORL-HNS, and Piero Nicolai as new Treasurer.  
On the topic of the Venue of the 2013 Academy Meeting, Klaus Jahnke 
quotes 12.2. of the byelaws, explaining that like in Cologne in 2006, the 
EC is qualified to elect the venue for the next Academy meeting. He 
informs the GA that an unanimous decision was taken at the EC Meeting 
for Nice as venue for 2013, with Jacques Magnan as Chairman of the 
Meeting, adding that the applications from Istanbul and Prague were 
much appreciated.  
Jan Olofsson states that in the future, the venue should be addressed in 
the Confederation GA.  
Since no Additional topics for General Assembly were proposed by 
member societies, Marc Remacle then begins his Report of the General 
Secretary  
First, he addresses the society homepage, informing the GA that the 
Academy homepage has been adapted into a CMS-based website (Content 
Management System), allowing for faster updates and more efficient 
handling. This website is still under construction, but expected to go 
online in the late summer.  
On the topic of Corporate Memberships, he presents how ELS handles 
corporate memberships. As a matter of course, no access is granted to 
the member list or the internal member-only part. Klaus Jahnke adds that 
6.5. of the byelaws already allow for co-opted memberships. The principle 
of corporate membership is accepted but the requested amount must be 
defined.  
Klaus Albegger then reports that for the first time, the European Board 
Exam (written part) will take place on Monday, June 29, 2009. In order to 
prepare for the oral part, Reidar Grenman states, examiners need to be 
trained, adding that it is important to find people who are interested in 
this process and who can take the exams.  
Klaus Jahnke reconfirms that the subspecialty societies should be 
involved, adding that oral exams are usually with the participation of a 
member of the national societies. David Proops adds that at the next 
UEMS ORL Section Meeting in Ischia, a whole day will be spent on 
organising the oral exam. While he feels it is important to receive help and 
support from the subspecialty societies, he wonders if highly specialised 
specialists are necessarily the most suitable examiners.  
Replying to a question from the audience, David Proops explains that this 
specialist degree in ORL is offered by UEMS, authorized by Brussels. Many 
medical societies have already implemented such exams – ENT is 
following, not leading. Reidar Grenman adds that many countries 
recognise the European exams as their official exam. However, Milan 
Profant raises the question that the country representatives in UEMS are 
not always from the society in charge of organising exams nationally.  



Klaus Albegger announces that on Monday at 7 pm, the EBE Exam 
Advisory Board will have a meeting.  
Before the votings, Marc Remacle confirms who the official representatives 
of each society are, reminding participants that according to the byelaws, 
the Founding Societies (ELS, ERS, EHNS, EAONO and UEMS ORL Section) 
have 2 votes, EUFOS has 3, and all other member societies have 1 
representative.  
Karl Hörmann is unanimously approved as successor to Manuel Bernal-
Sprekelsen as new representative for the UEMS ORL Section.  
EUFOS is represented by Milan Profant, Reidar Grenman and Jan Olofsson.  
 
Report of the Treasurer  
Following this presentation, Manuel Bernal-Sprekelsen reports on the 
society’s financial status, presenting financial data from 2005 up until the 
end of the 1st quarter of 2009. He also reports that until the deadline of 
June 1, 2009, all societies have paid their fees.  
Of the two auditors, only one – Stephan Lang – is present. Stephan Lang, 
who is also a health economist, has gone through all the papers provided 
and declares that everything is in order.  
Since he can only be present in Mannheim after the General Assembly has 
taken place, Jaime Marco, the second auditor, has sent an email from 
Spain stating that he is perfectly content with the files as presented to 
him.  
The books are then officially approved by the General Assembly.  
Klaus Jahnke thanks the GA, adding that “this shows we are not only 
colleagues, but also friends.”  
He also thanks Stephan Lang for stepping in at such short notice.  
Following Manuel Bernal-Sprekelsen’s report, Klaus Jahnke expresses his 
gratitude for all of Bernal-Sprekelsen’s work, but also for “his stimulating 
discussions and emails.”  
Klaus Jahnke then addresses the congress, commending Karl Hörmann’s 
good work with the exhibition despite the financial crisis, which made it 
possible to offer a low early bird fee.  
Special thanks are due to Heinz Stammberger, Manuel Bernal-Sprekelsen 
and Rudolf Häusler for their work in the Pre-Congress Course. 

Voting on the Merger with EUFOS  
Reidar Grenman proposes that Andrea Balcar, who is the administrative 
secretary of the EAORL-HNS, take over administration of the 
Confederation. No one is against this proposal.  
The administration of the Confederation will be presently co-financed by 
EUFOS and the EA as the Confederation doesn’t have any own funds so 
far. 

Votings  
Before the GA votes for a new President, Klaus Jahnke briefly describes 
Reidar Grenman, stating that “I know no one better for this position”. 
Reidar Grenman is unanimously elected new President and, having left the 
room with Piero Nicolai, returns to warm applause.  
Marc Remacle then introduces Piero Nicolai, adding that he is a reliable, 
multi-lingual colleague.  



Piero Nicolai is unanimously elected new Treasurer, and returns to the 
room to warm applause.  
Following a comment by Klaus Jahnke that “we should not change a 
winning team”, Jaime Marco and Stephan Lang are unanimously elected 
Auditors until 2013.  
On the topic of Honorary Memberships, Marc Remacle explains that 
already in Vienna in 2007, it had been voted that Reidar Grenman would 
receive the Honorary Membership. However, it was decided that he would 
receive this award in Mannheim.  
In addition, the EC has another proposal. After Klaus Jahnke has left the 
room, Marc Remacle briefly describes his many accomplishments for the 
Founding of the Academy, and all his work and support in making it 
strong.  
The EC’s decision to make Klaus Jahnke an honorary member is greeted 
with applause, as Marc Remacle thanks Klaus Jahnke for his contributions, 
adding that “we owe a lot to you.”  
Klaus Jahnke replies that even after having stepped down, he will be 
ready to help if asked, “otherwise I will disappear into the woods.”  
Under Varia, Manuel Bernal-Sprekelsen reports about the preparations for 
the 2011 congress in Barcelona, saying that the EAORL-HNS will be asked 
to provide names for Round Tables and panels, adding that it’s important 
to have a balanced programme. The 10 most popular IC’s in Mannheim 
will be asked reapply for Barcelona.  
Bernal-Sprekelsen explains that it is planned that at least 1/3 of the 
panelists be young people.  
As an additional bonus, participants will be invited to send in manuscripts 
– three journals will select the best papers, which then get to be keynote 
lectures.  
The congress homepage will go online towards the end of summer.  
Klaus Jahnke then thanks all participants and closes the meeting at 17:30.  
 
 
This article will be published in European Archives, volume 266, number 
11, November 2009. For more information, please go to 
www.springerlink.com.  
 
 
 
Uddrag af Reidar Grénman,s julebrev (President,  European 
Academy of Otorhinolaryngology – Head and Neck Surgery)  
 
 
The first purely educational EAORL-HNS meeting in Mannheim supported 
by EUFOS and the UEMS ENT Section was arranged under the 
chairmanship of Professor Karl Hörmann. The meeting was a major 
success, with more than 1000 participants from 75 countries. We were 
happy to see that the largest delegation came from Romania, an 
achievement to which I want to congratulate the Romanian colleagues. 
We all experienced the well planned and executed program nicely 
balanced between the various parts of our specialty to be a valuable 
learning experience. Personally I had the possibility to meet old friends, 
but also to make new contacts and to listen to presentation and learn 



from them in areas within ENT-HNS, which I usually don’t follow that 
closely. I want to thank Professor Hörmann and his team as well as our 
PCO Mondial for a well performed work. A central person during the 
planning of the Mannheim meeting was Professor Klaus Jahnke, former 
President of the EAORL-HNS to whom I want on behalf of us all express 
our gratitude and best wishes for the years to come free of the everyday 
duties of work and positions of trust in international organisations. 
I am convinced, that this will be the first meeting of its kind in a long row 
to follow during the coming years. 
During the Mannheim meeting the first written European Board Exam 
(EBE) was arranged under the guidance of Professor Karl Albegger, Maria 
de la Mota and their working group. Over 80 candidates participated and 
the majority passed the test. After taking the exam myself at the same 
time I must confess, that it was far from easy, but I felt that the questions 
were well planned and clear. 
The first oral part of the European Board Exam will be arranged in 
Pamplona during the ESPO meeting June 5-8, 2010 
(www.espopamplona2010.com) and the written part in Vienna in 
conjunction with the ELS meeting September 2-4, 2010 (www.elsoc.org). 
The UEMS-ENT section team working with the EBE has done a benchmark 
work, and I am sure that together we all will be able to support the 
preparations for the oral part. 
During the Mannheim meeting the representatives from EUFOS, EAORL-
HNS and the UEMS-ENT section decided to create as an umbrella 
organisation the Confederation of European Otorhinolaryngology – Head 
and Neck Surgery. The Confederation will only consist of an Executive 
Committee with representatives from the three organisations and have 
the prime task to coordinate European activities within our specialty. 
The planning of the first Confederation congress arranged by EUFOS in 
collaboration with EAORL-HNS will be arranged in Barcelona under the 
Presidency of Professor Manuel Bernal-Sprekelsen July 2-6, 2011 
(www.ceorlhnsbarcelona2011.org). I urge you to mark the dates in your 
calendar and follow the web pages, where you can see the progress of the 
program, to which I hope all European ENT-HNS organisations will actively 
contribute to. The next European educational meeting is planned to be 
arranged in the fall 2013 in Nice and more information will soon follow. 
The UEMS-ENT section has carried the major responsibility of the 
European Board examination. In planning and executing the oral part of 
the exam active participation of all subspecialty and national organisations 
is mandatory to guarantee a good quality and fair examination. This will 
be the first of many examinations and therefore it is even more important 
to plan the organisation carefully. 
The UEMS-ENT section logbook is implemented in an increasing number of 
countries and thereby harmonising the specialist education in Europe. 
Increasing interest has been shown towards the subspecialist or fellow 
education by colleagues from several European countries as well. The 
experiences gained among others in USA and Canada during several 
decades of similar fellow programs have been very positive and become a 
standard of knowledge and quality in these countries. I have no reason to 
doubt, that this will not be the case in Europe as well. 
 
 



IFOS 
 
 
XIXth World Congress, Sao Paulo, Brazil 
 
The XIXth World Congress from 1-5 June 2009 in Sao Paulo has been one 
of the biggest World Congresses in the history of IFOS, more than 6500 
colleagues and 2000 accompanying persons enjoyed an excellent scientific 
program and an existing social program. 
 
Delegations from the majority of our membersocieties were present at the 
General Assembly. 
During the General Assembly, Seoul South Korea was chosen as the 
location for the XXth World Congress in 2013. 
Thanks go to Singapore who had a very good performance as candidate. 
During the General Assembly a change in the constitution was approved in 
which the sub-specialty committees became Standing Committees and the 
chairpersons were included in the Program Advisory Committee.  
 
Also new Executive Board members were elected.  
 
Europe – 5 positions 
Dr. H. Stammberger, Austria 
Dr. F. &#336;z, Turkey 
Dr. J. Magnan, France 
Dr. M. Profant, Slovak Republik 
Dr. V. Lund, United Kingdom  
 
Africa and the Middle East – 2 positions 
Dr. M. Khalifa, Egypt 
Dr. J. Fagan, South Africa  
 
South and West Asia - 2positions 
Dr. Mohan Kameswaran, Chennai, India 
Dr. R.P. Shrivatava, Kathmandu, Nepal 
 
East Asia – 2 positions 
Dr. Lokman Saim, Malaysia 
Dr. T. Yagi, Japan  
 
Oceania 1- position 
Dr. V. Cousins, Australia 
 
North America and the Caribbean- 2positions 
Dr. D. Brown, Canada  
Dr. E. Novelo-Guerra, Mexico  
 
Central and South America -3 positions 
Dr. E. Dolci, Brazil 
Dr. Carlos Stott, Chile 
Dr. H. Ruiz, Argentina 



 
One member from the successful bidding national society for 2013 
 
 
The New Executive Committee had their first meeting at the end of the 
Congress with a lot of new initiatives. The nomination committee was 
elected. 
 
Thanks to the Scientific Standing Committees and their chairmen and the 
cooperation with the Local Organizing Scientific Committee we had an 
excellent meeting. 
 
The team of Prof. Paulo Pontes as President and General Secretary 
Ricardo Bento are the key to the success. In the General Assembly Dr. 
Pontes was elected as President and Dr. Passali received with gratitude for 
his presidency the nomination as counselor.  
Also Dr. Hamilton as past Regional Secretary of Africa and the Middle East 
was nominated as counselor for his long and outstanding work for IFOS.  
 
In the General Assembly also initiatives of IFOS were approved as the 
Worldwide Action Hearing for All (see chapter) and Education (see 
chapter) 
 
I would like to thank everyone involved in this organization and the 
registrants for their active participation.  
 
Jan J. Grote 
General Secretary 
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Nytårsbrev fra Jan J. Grote, General Secretary 
 
2009 has been a very good year for IFOS. We have had a very successful 
World Congress in Sao Paulo 1-5 June. Thanks to the organizing 
Committee of the Brazilian Society.  
 
According to our mission statement “To identify critical global ORL care 
needs and communication disorders, to propose ways to prevent and treat 
individuals with them and to set priorities among these needs according to 
their impact on society” we have worked hard for the interest of our 
patients with our worldwide action Hearing for All. The network of people 
around the world who work with us is growing and the results you can 
follow in the chapter Hearing for All. IFOS is well represented in 
International Organizations and stimulates Regional Meetings of ENT 
Societies.  
 
I like to thank all the people who have worked hard for the interest of the 
International ENT. Without all these people IFOS could not do the work. 
Our next Executive Board meeting will be in Seoul, South Korea in 
connection with the National Meeting of the South Korean ENT Society, 
the organizer of the World Congress 2013, 1-5 June. I hope you will visit 
our website frequently and follow our activities and those who have 
regional news please send it to our office. 
 
On behalf of IFOS I wish you a happy 2010. 
With kind regards, 
 
Jan J. Grote 
General Secretary 
 


